
Reasons to Keep Class Rank Reasons to Eliminate Class Rank 

1. College Admissions Officers believe class rank is an 
important metric. 
 Some colleges require a student’s class rank on their admissions 

paperwork.   

 Colleges, particularly public universities, find rank to be a helpful 
statistic. 

 Colleges often use class rank as a factor in college admissions. 
They take class rank into high consideration. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Rank was a useful data point that can help admissions officers 
judge a student in the context of his or her school.  

 Rank offers another data point to help admissions officers judge 
a student’s academic performance when the grading rigor can 
be so uneven. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Class Rank is disappearing as a metric nation-wide, and it is not required on the common 
app.  This method of sorting and comparing students is obsolete. 

 The belief that selective colleges and universities require information about class rank on 
applications may have been true in the past, but it is not nearly as prevalent today. 

 According to a 2016 analysis from the National Association for Collages Admissions 
Counseling (NACAC), fewer than half of U.S. high schools still report class rank. 

 Almost half of admissions officers in the latest NACAC survey said class rank is of “limited” 
to “no importance.” 

 When class rank is reported on high school transcripts, it is usually one of the last things 
admissions counselors look at. 

 In a 2012 survey 
o Only 19% of colleges and universities give class rank “considerable importance” in 

the application process. 
o Most admissions officer expressed serious skepticism about the meaningfulness of 

class rank 
o Class rank was widely described by admissions officers as the “fuzziest” among the 

traditional measures of student quality. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Excellence should be defined in terms of rigorous and challenging learning criteria — a 
standard of excellence — not in terms of a student’s relative standing among classmates. 

 Class rank has limited value in admissions to college because it can only show how a 
student compares with other students at a particular school. 

 The most important reason that class rank is on the decline is because it really isn’t a 
direct measure of student achievement. 

 Some admissions officers believe that class rank is not a valid measure of student 
achievement, given the unevenness in the rigor and grading scales of the nation’s schools. 

 Class rank in a 21st century high school is arbitrary because of lack of uniformity in class 
ranking policies for school districts. 

 The procedures used to calculate students’ GPA vary from school to school. 

 Schools vary widely in their ranking procedures.  

 Applicants are coming from high schools with unorthodox ranking systems that make little 
sense. 

 Grades can be an unfair measure given some schools — and some teachers — grade far 
more rigorously than others. 

 Striking differences in student populations at different high schools and the tremendous 
variation in the way high schools compute class rank results in GPA and class ranks 
reflecting different levels of achievement. 

 Class rank can hurt student prospects for college admissions.  A student ranked in the 
middle of his class, but goes to one of the best high schools in the country, can be made to 
look average when he/she is phenomenal. 

 Class rank hurts more than it helps.  It can hurt students’ admissions prospects, disqualify 
them from scholarships, or nix their chances of being accepted into a college honors 
program. 



 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Class rank helps admissions officers at selective colleges and 
universities do their jobs more easily. 

 Without rank, it’s more of a challenge to understand the quality 
of curriculum, where students really fall, how students are 
challenging themselves. 

 How should class rank figure into a student’s application when 
so many students come from schools that no longer provide it? 

 The absence of a class rank forces colleges to put more weight 
on standardized test scores.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 Colleges and universities can no longer boast about the number 
of valedictorians or top-ranked students in their incoming 
classes. 

 

 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Class rank doesn’t tell the whole story of a student. 

 Admissions officers have been forced to look a little more closely at applications and to 
examine the student’s entire academic record beyond numbers when students come from 
schools without rank.  

 When class rank is reported on high school transcripts, admissions counselors still dig 
deeper to figure out how it got created. 

 A 2012 NACAC report shows that colleges and universities are more interested in the rigor 
of the curriculum students have experienced.  The top 2 admissions factors were grades in 
college prep courses (AP) and the strength of the curriculum. 

 Colleges and universities have developed their own systems of ranking students and 
recalculating GPA. 

 Colleges and universities have developed their own rubric systems that take into 
consideration the student’s entire admission application.  

 Colleges and universities consider a variety of factors in their admission decisions 
including:  
o Grades in college prep courses 
o Strength of curriculum 
o Admission test scores 
o Admissions at Yale, Stanford, Harvard, and other top schools is shifting toward a 

more “holistic evaluation” that looks at a host of factors beyond class rank. 
o Subject testing and the standardized testing helps break the “traffic jam” at the top. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

 Colleges now have to include a strong caveat:  Only a portion of students were ranked to 
begin with. 

 Tufts University gradually will start phasing out any mention of rank in its marketing 
materials because just a fraction of students are ranked. 

 

2. Some scholarships are based on class rank. 

 Rank can be calculated “in the background” and reported by the Counseling Office if it is 
required on a scholarship application. 

 Class rank hurts more than it helps.  It can hurt students’ admissions prospects, disqualify 
them from scholarships, or nix their chances of being accepted into a college honors 
program. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reasons to Keep Class Rank Reasons to Eliminate Class Rank 

3. Class rank results in students challenging themselves 
and excelling in areas of interest and talent. 
 Students who take the harder classes and work the hardest will 

naturally be at the top of their class.  

 We will have anxiety and stress if we are forced to do things we 
are not naturally good at.   

 We want students to focus on their own accomplishments without worrying so much 
where they fall in the pecking order. 

 It’s tough to allow a student to find their own course when they’re obsessed with only 
taking the courses that will put them closer to the top of the class 

 Emphasizing rank could push students to overload themselves during their high school 
years. 

 Class rank gives students an incentive to “game” the system. 

 Ranking fosters unhealthy competition and forces students to choose between taking 
GPA-boosting advanced courses and standard courses that do not offer the extra points. 

 Class rank is a practice designed to select talent rather than develop talent. 

 Class rank causes students to design their educational program / select courses around 
class rank, not aligned with their interests, passions, and talents. 

 Class rank discourages students from experiencing non-weighted courses, even those that 
are within their areas of interest and talent. 

4. Without class rank, colleges are potentially misled as 
to who is the top of the class. 
 Without rank, there will be a “traffic jam” at the top; because so 

many students have super-high GPAs, it’s difficult to distinguish 
one from the other. 

 Taking class ranking out of high school is just another example of 
the “everyone gets a trophy” mentality.  

 It is another example of dumbing of America.   

 It is creating an attitude of entitlement.   

 Not everyone is good at sport or music just like not everyone can 
be in the “Top 10” of the class.   

 Subject testing and the standardized testing helps break the “traffic jam” at the top. 

 Inherent flaws in calculating class rank with weighted GPA result in students selecting 
courses based solely on how they will impact their class rank. 

 Students are “Gaming the System”:  Early in their high school careers, top-achieving 
students analyze their school’s selection procedures for picking the valedictorian.  Then, 
often with the help of their parents, they find ingenious ways to improve their standing in 
comparison to classmates. 

 Some people do not support “multiple valedictions” because they believe that colleges 
and universities give preference to students who earn the singular distinction of 
valedictorian.  Current evidence indicates that this is not the case at the most selective 
institutions. 

 Class rank and selecting a singular valedictorian are grounded on norm-based criteria in a 
standards-based environment. 

 Excellence should be defined in terms of rigorous and challenging learning criteria — a 
standard of excellence — not in terms of a student’s relative standing among classmates. 

 The top spot in the class is a distinction that can be determined by as little as “one 
hundred thousandth of a decimal point” in a weighted GPA. 

 Honoring the “Top 10” or the “Top 10%” is as arbitrary as honoring the “Top 11” or the 
“Top 11%”. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reasons to Keep Class Rank Reasons to Eliminate Class Rank 

5. Class rank motivates students to work harder. 
 Class rank can be a productive tool to motivate students. 

 Some students look at school like a competition and see each 
test as a contest (which motivates them). 

 Rankings give students information about where they are in the 
class and they may be motivated to improve their rankings. 

 Competition can be a very positive motivating force. 

 In a competitive environment, students become more self-
motivated and more self-reliant and raise the bar of academic 
achievement for their peers. 

 

6. Hard work will result in being ranked at the top of 
your class. 
 Students who work hard and achieve top ranking should be 

recognized and honored. 

 Life is not fair, embrace competition and work harder. 
 

7. Competition is good. 
 Competition is a part of life. Life is competitive. 

 Competition among students and schools is a good thing. 

 A positive effect of the class rank is that it exposes our students 
to the competitive nature of our world at an early age. 

 Doing away with rankings also eliminates a reality check for 
students and schools on how classmates compare. 

 Ranking happens throughout life and such competition exists 
regardless of whether a high school ranks its students. 

 High school students are old enough to handle a little 
competition. 

 There are winners and losers. Winning and losing is a fact of life. 

 Getting rid of ranking can kill competition and motivation. 

 Having some pressure and stress in life is not all bad. It’s also 
part of life. 

 Life is not just about having fun and having it easy. Some short 
term pain is necessary in order to have long term gain. 
 

 Class rank places unwarranted stress upon students. 

 Evidence indicates that ranking students may diminish motivation. 

 Small differences in GPA could lead to large differences in class rank. 

 The top spot in the class is a distinction that can be determined by as little as “one 
hundred thousandth of a decimal point” in a weighted GPA. 

 Excellence should be defined in terms of rigorous and challenging learning criteria — a 
standard of excellence — not in terms of a student’s relative standing among classmates. 

 Class rank gives students an incentive to “game” the system. 

 When a student’s grade depends on his/her relative standing among classmates, learning 
becomes a competition.   

 A system of class rank should not carry with it an underlying assumption that academic 
success is a scarce commodity available only to a select few students. 

 The success of one student should not be at the expense of another student. 

 Students need to learn to work together to truly become successful. The key is to compete 
and cooperate.   

 Ranking forces students to choose between taking GPA-boosting advanced courses and 
standard courses that do not offer the extra points. 

 Class rank helps nobody but perhaps the very top ranked students, and could be hurting 
the majority. 

 Not ranking improves the competitiveness of students outside the top 10% in admission to 
selective colleges. 

 Class rank breeds unhealthy competition, pitting students against one another for the top 
spot in the class — a distinction that can be determined by as little as “one hundred 
thousandth of a decimal point” in a weighted GPA. 

 Class rank and selecting a singular valedictorian are grounded on norm-based criteria in a 
standards-based environment. 

 Excellence should be defined in terms of rigorous and challenging learning criteria -- a 
standard of excellence — not in terms of a student’s relative standing among classmates. 

 Honoring the “Top 10” or the “Top 10%” is arbitrary. 

 Colleges and universities use the criterion-based Latin system; a student selection process 
determines who gives the valedictory speech.   Only high schools maintain the competitive 
practice of selecting the valedictorian based solely on GPA. 

 In a “criterion-based Latin honor system” students are competing against a challenging 
curriculum, not against their classmates. 

 In a “criterion-based Latin honor system” students are recognized for educational 
excellence, but not at the exclusion of all but one student. 

 Class rank and selecting a single valedictorian pits students against one another, resulting 
in aggressive and sometimes aggressive competition among the highest-achieving students 
to attain that singular distinction.   

 Some past valedictorians report having felt victimized by the competition to maintain the 
highest GPA and that it made high school an unpleasant experience. 

 



Reasons to Keep Class Rank Reasons to Eliminate Class Rank 

8. Some states require schools to report class rank to 
select students under their guaranteed college-
admissions policies. 
 Some U.S. states guarantee that students who achieve a high 

enough class rank at their high school will be admitted into a 
state university.   

 Military academies require class rank. 

 Using class rank as one factor for admission to competitive 
colleges increases diversity and results in a wider range of high 
schools (low-performing, high poverty, mostly urban schools) 
sending students to those universities. 

 Some states guarantee admission to a state university to students who are in a specified 
top percentile of their graduating class.  This practice allows policy makers to ensure that 
students from all high schools are equally represented in their colleges. 

 

 Virginia is NOT one of these states 
 
 

 
 
 


